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Conkiajgharuna, the Little Rag Girl
Georgia

Once upon a time, there’re one farmer who had a wife and a little daughter. Later, his wife died so he decided to take a second wife but his new wife brought with her daughter of her own and when she saw the farmer’s daughter, she felt angry.

She treated Little Rag Girl badly while take care of her own daughter nicely. Every day she gave her stepdaughter a piece of bread and sent her out to watch the cow. One day the Little Rag Girl was sitting sadly in the field and crying bitterly. When the cow listened, it asked her and gave her a honey and butter. So, she grew fatter.


Once when the Little Rag Girl was tending the cow, it ran away onto a roof. She pursued it but her stuff dropped on the roof nearby the old woman. She asked her to keep it but the old woman wasn’t able to take her back. So, she had to keep it herself. The girl went in and the old woman called out her to look at her head a moment. When she looked at the old woman’s head, she felt horror with many worms on the old woman’s head but she still suggested that women with a good conversation. The old woman pleased the girl very much then she told the girl to find a yellow pond and suggested her to put her head and rinse it with her hands. The girl believed in the say of the old woman. She did this and came back home with a gold. When her stepmother saw that, she sent her daughter to drive out the cow and hoped that there was the same good fortune. One more, the cow ran into the roof and the girl pursued it and her stuff fell down the roof. She saw the same old woman and ordered her to keep her stuff. Yet, the old woman was able to take it, so the girl had to keep it herself. After that the old woman called her to look at her head. The girl came and looked at her head and cried out with a rude word. However, the old woman told her to find a black pond. The girl went to find the black pond and bathed her head in the black. After that her skin was black as an African and there was a horn on her head. She went home and complained to her mother, so her mother decided to kill a cow because she thought it was the cow’s fault. This cow knew the future. It went to visit Little Rag Girl and asked her to bury its bones together in the earth and if she had a problem, she could come to its grave and cry loud ‘Bring my steed and my royal robes.’

One holiday, the stepmother and her daughter went to a church. Before going to the church, she ordered the girl to fill trough with tears and gather up the millet. Little Rag Girl sat down and began crying. The neighbor heard her voice so, she came to help her. She brought all chickens to pick up every grain of millet and she put a salt in the trough and poured water over it. Therefore, the girl can go and enjoy herself at the church. The girl went to the cow’s grave and called out ‘Bring my steed and my royal robes.’ There appeared at once a horse and beautiful clothes, so she was able to go to the church with the elegant garments.

At there, no one could remember her because of her beautiful face and clothes. The Little Rag girl left the church before anyone else and changed her clothes in time. she hurried to go back her home as she was leaping over a stream, in her hurry, she let her slipper fall in.


A long time passed, the king’s horses were drinking water in the stream and he saw the shining slipper so he kept it and commanded his servants to seek the owner. When Little Rag Girl’s mother heard this, she hurried to hide her stepdaughter in the big basket. The king came to her house and called the girl to wear it. But she could not wear it. While sitting on the basket, the Little Rag Girl stuck the needle into him. The king jumped and opened the basket. The Little Rag Girl told the king that this slipper was her own. Then she sat down and the king found that it was indeed a perfect fit. Finally, the Little Rag Girl became the king’s wife and her stepmother was left with a dry throat.

