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Chapter 3 Writing Assignment


Is teenage suicide a problem in your country? If yes, what do you think are its main causes, and what is done to help prevent teenage suicide? If no, what is it about your culture that helps to discourage teenage suicide?
Teenage Suicides in Thailand


On July 3, 2012, the most depressing news of that day was that there was an undergraduate of Chulalongkorn University who decided to commit suicide after a failed rhinoplasty. This is not the first time in Thailand that a teenager committed suicide. There have been many other cases that, in a sense, are quite similar to this case. Absolutely, all teenage suicides are great problems in Thailand because teenagers are the important people who someday will help and develop their country. Therefore, we should know their main causes and try to find the ways to prevent suicides.

The first main cause is that teenagers are disappointed with their grade point average (GPA). Nowadays, many teenagers are forced to study hard and expected to do good grades in college by their parents. When they cannot reach good grades, they will be deeply apprehensive that their parents will reproach them. As they cannot accept the truth, they will be disappointed and reproach themselves. Consequently, we can see in a lot of news in Thailand that many teenagers decided to end their lives. For example, in 2008, there was a first-year undergraduate of Faculty of Engineering at Suranaree University of Technology in Nakhon Ratchasima who drown himself after his father blamed him for doing bad grades.

The next main cause is about the end of a love affair. According to Suan Dusit Poll, the foremost motive for committing suicides is the heartbreak of being abandoned by their boyfriends or girlfriends. Like the first main cause, a great number of teenagers are disappointed with the end of their love affair and think that they lose everything in their lives. As a result, there is so many of them committing suicides. For instance, in 2011, there was the case of the sixteen-year-old girl who hung herself from a beam since her boyfriend abandoned her.

In addition to the disappointment in a low GPA and the end of a love affair, society’s pressures may play a role as well. In early Thai society, people usually forgave those teenagers who made mistakes. In contrast, Thai society has been higher-pressure society at present. Therefore, it is difficult for teenagers, who had done mistakes, to struggle or live peacefully in the society that judges other people’s mistakes to be unforgivable. We can see the obvious example on this year news that there was a video on Youtube showing the sexual intercourse of the young couple while they were in the movie theater. After this video released onto the Internet, people talked about it and excoriated this couple so widely and severely that the girl on that video decided to end her life by hanging herself.

These three causes are just some of all causes which lead to teenage suicides. However, there are several ways that we can help prevent them. First, family is the most important people for them. Parents should reduce pressure on their children, have to notice about their behaviors and feelings, and have to know what is going on with their lives so that they can solve the problem in time. Second, because hopelessness can lead to committing suicides, family and friends can persuade them to attend some voluntary works for reinforcing their hopefulness. Finally, people in the society have to collaborate to prevent them by giving opinions appropriately and moderately if they made mistakes.

In conclusion, teenage suicides are the important problem in Thailand caused by the disappointments in education and love and social pressures. Nevertheless, we can keep them from the thought of committing suicides by the helps of family, friends, and the society. The number of teenage suicides will decrease If teenagers are more hopeful and think that they are worthy to other people.
